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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment was received on 3/28/2007, and has been entered and 
made of record. Currently, claims 24 - 34 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 3/28/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

In response to applicant's argument that the examiner's conclusion of 
obviousness is based upon improper hindsight reasoning, it must be recognized that 
any judgment on obviousness is in a sense necessarily a reconstruction based upon 
hindsight reasoning. But so long as it takes into account only knowledge which was 
within the level of ordinary skill at the time the claimed invention was made, and does 
not include knowledge gleaned only from the applicant's disclosure, such a 
reconstruction is proper. See In re McLaughlin, 443 F.2d 1392, 170 USPQ 209 (CCPA 
1971). 

Enomoto, Parulski, Maurinus and Safai are combinable because they are all from 
the same field of endeavor, being digital photography systems. 

3. Furthermore, in response to applicant's argument that Safai (U.S. Patent No. 
6,642,956) does not teach or suggest using the user information which includes address 
information and/or billing information (i.e. the authentication stamp according to Safai) to 
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facilitate the ordering of prints, a recitation of the intended use of the claimed invention 
must result in a structural difference between the claimed invention and the prior art in 
order to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. If the prior art 
structure is capable of performing the intended use, then it meets the claim. See MPEP 
2114. 

Safai discloses the user information includes address information and/or billing 
information, and the user information and unique device identification data are stored 
and used to identify prints of the pictorial data based on the unique device identification 
data, such that when the user management system recognizes the user based on the 
identification data, the user information is automatically retrieved (see Figs. 4 and 10B, 
authentication stamper 41 8, step 1050 [column 15, lines 36- 50]). However, Safai 
does not explicitly state that its intended use is to facilitate the ordering of prints of the 
pictorial data based on the unique device identification data. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The examiner has considered the references listed in the Information Disclosure 
Statement (IDS) submitted on 3/28/2007 (see attached PTO-1449). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 
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6. Claim 24 - 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Enomoto etal. (U.S. Patent 5,974,401) in view of Parulski etal. (U.S. Patent 
6,573,927 B2) and in view of Maurinus etal. (U.S. Patent No. 5,606,365) and further in 
view of Safai (U.S. Patent No. 6,642,956). 

Referring to claim 24, Enomoto discloses a print order/delivery system 
comprising: 

an ordering apparatus (see Fig. 1, personal computer 11) that transmits pictorial 
data to a print order receiving side (see Fig. 1 } photofinisher 12) along with the 
identification data and order data (column 3, lines 40-51, column 3, line 60 - column 
4, line 1, column 6, lines 10 - 18, 45 - 49, and column 7, lines 14 - 21), 

a printer (see Fig. 1 } printers 15, 16, 17) on the print order receiving side that 
prints a picture based on the pictorial data and the order data, which are transmitted 
from the ordering apparatus (column 7, lines 22 - 26 and column 8, lines 53 - 59), and 

a user management apparatus, on the print order receiving side, that recognizes 
the user from a group of registered users (column 6, line 55 - 62 refers to a plurality of 
users), based on the identification data which is transmitted from the ordering apparatus 
(column 4, lines 39 - 51, column 6, lines 10 - 22 and column 8, lines 41 - 52) but does 
not explicitly disclose a registration apparatus that assigns unique device identification 
data to an electronic device and registers a user in such a way as to associate the user 
with the identification data wherein the registration apparatus is configured to receive 
user information, and to assign the unique device identification data based on the 
received user information to the electronic device, which electronically takes a picture 
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and generates the pictorial data, the electronic device receiving and storing the unique 
device identification data assigned by the registration apparatus, wherein the user 
information includes address information and/or billing information, and the user 
information and unique device identification data are stored and used to facilitate the 
ordering of prints of the pictorial data based on the unique device identification data, 
such that when the user management system recognizes the user based on the 
identification data, the user information is automatically retrieved for purposes of 
ordering the prints, and wherein the ordering apparatus is configured to receive the 
identification data and the pictorial data stored in the electronic device or a recording 
medium which is attached to the electronic device, and to transmit the pictorial data and 
the identification data to the print order receiving side along with the order data. 

Parulski discloses the system further wherein the ordering apparatus (see Fig. 1, 
digital still camera 12 orders prints from service provider 14 via communications 
network 31 [column 4, lines 36- 41]) \s configured to receive the identification data and 
the pictorial data stored in the electronic device or a recording medium which is 
attached to the electronic device (see Fig. 1, removable memory card 36 [column 3, 
lines 39 - 44 and column 6, lines 26 - 53]), and to transmit the pictorial data and the 
identification data to the print order receiving side (see Fig. 1, service provider 14) along 
with the order data (column 2, lines 12-18, column 2, line 53 - column 3, line 4) but 
does not explicitly disclose a registration apparatus that assigns unique device 
identification data to an electronic device and registers a user in such a way as to 
associate the user with the identification data wherein the registration apparatus is 
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configured to receive user information, and to assign the unique device identification 
data based on the received user information to the electronic device, which 
electronically takes a picture and generates the pictorial data, the electronic device 
receiving and storing the unique device identification data assigned by the registration 
apparatus, wherein the user information includes address information and/or billing 
information, and the user information and unique device identification data are stored 
and used to facilitate the ordering of prints of the pictorial data based on the unique 
device identification data, such that when the user management system recognizes the 
user based on the identification data, the user information is automatically retrieved for 
purposes of ordering the prints. 

Maurinus discloses the system further comprising: 

a registration apparatus (see Fig. 2, camera manufacturer 48) that assigns 
unique device identification data to an electronic device (see Figs. 1 - 4b, cameras 10, 
10', 10" comprising non-volatile memory 16 and ROM Camera ID 12 [column 4, lines 30 
-41 and column 5, lines 7-32 wherein the camera serial number, or camera ID code, 
are assigned and stored within ROM 12 at manufacture and within memory 16 along 
with image information]) and registers a user in such a way as to associate the user with 
the identification data (column 7, lines 7-21, column 8, lines 22-27, column 9, lines 
23 - 24 and column 10, lines 30 - 36), and 

wherein the registration apparatus is configured to receive user information, and 
to assign the unique device identification data based on the received user information to 
the electronic device (column 9, lines 20 - 35 and 53 - 60 wherein camera manufacture 
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48 assigns the user's camera ID which identifies with the correction code and 
processing algorithms for respective to the user's raw, digitized image information sets) , 
which electronically takes a picture and generates the pictorial data, the electronic 
device receiving and storing the unique device identification data assigned by the 
registration apparatus (see Figs. 1 - 4b, cameras 10, 10', 10" comprising ROM Camera 
ID 12 [column 5, lines 10-11 wherein the user's camera ID is received at manufacture 
by camera manufacturer 48 and column 5, lines 28 - 32 wherein the user's camera ID 
is stored]). Furthermore, it is inherent and well known among those of ordinary skill in 
the art that a digital camera takes in a picture electronically. However, Maurinus does 
not explicitly disclose the system further wherein the user information includes address 
information and/or billing information, and the user information and unique device 
identification data are stored and used to facilitate the ordering of prints of the pictorial 
data based on the unique device identification data, such that when the user 
management system recognizes the user based on the identification data, the user 
information is automatically retrieved for purposes of ordering the prints. 

Safai discloses the system wherein the user information includes address 
information and/or billing information, and the user information and unique device 
identification data are stored and used to facilitate the ordering of prints of the pictorial 
data based on the unique device identification data, such that when the user 
management system recognizes the user based on the identification data, the user 
information is automatically retrieved for purposes of ordering the prints (see Figs. 4 and 
10B, authentication stamper 41 8, step 1050 [column 15, lines 36- 50]). 
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Enomoto, Parulski, Mauritius and Safai are combinable because they are all from 
the same field of endeavor, being digital photography systems. At the time of the 
invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include either 
an electronic device such as a digitafcamera or a recording medium such as a memory 
card to transmit image and identification information along with print order data along 
with a digital photography and print ordering/delivery system. The 
suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been the added value of convenience 
and ease of use for customers ordering and delivering prints, as suggested by Parulski 
(column 1, line 60 - column 2, line 27). 

Furthermore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
include assigning a unique device ID to an electronic device such as a digital camera in 
which the device ID is associated with a specific user along with a digital photography 
and print ordering/delivery system. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have 
been to provide an inexpensive and flexible method of processing image information for 
color correction and correction for CCD element pixel defects, as suggested by 
Maurinus (column 2, lines 37 - 42, column 3, lines 20 - 35, column 3, line 65 - column 
4, line 5, column 4, lines 30-41, column 5, lines 44 - 50 and column 6, lines 1-10). 

Furthermore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
include assigning address information to the unique ID of a digital camera along with a 
digital photography and print ordering/delivery system. The suggestion/motivation for 
doing so would have been to easily match the photographer to the camera and/or 
captured images, as suggested by Safai (column 15, lines 36- 50). 
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Referring to claim 25, Maurinus discloses the system further wherein the 
electronic device is a digital camera (see Figs. 1 - 4b, cameras 10, 10', 10" [column 4, 
line 30 - column 5, line 50]) comprising a non-volatile memory (see Fig. 1, ROM 
Camera ID 12 [column 5, lines 10-11 and 28 - 32]) for storing the identification data. 

Referring to claim 26, Maurinus discloses the system further wherein the 
recording medium is a memory card (see Fig. 1, non-volatile memory 16 [column 5, 
lines 12 - 16]) and the digital camera comprises a recorder (see Fig. 1, non-volatile 
memory 16) that records the identification data read out from the non-volatile memory 
and the generated pictorial data on the memory card (column 5, lines 7-10 and 12- 
18 wherein stores both image information and camera ID code), wherein the ordering 
apparatus is configured to receive the identification data and the pictorial data from the 
memory card (column 5, lines 19-32, column 7, lines 7-21 and column 9, lines 53 - 
60). 

Referring to claim 27, Enomoto discloses the system further comprising: 
an accounting unit that calculates a charge on the basis of the order data 

(column 6, line 55 - column 7, line 3), and that performs accounting processing on the 

basis of a result of the calculation (column 4, lines 32 - 38, column 5, lines 53 - 56, 

column 7, lines 48 - 53, and column 8, lines 13-18). 

Referring to claims 28-31, the rationale provided in the rejections of claims 24 

- 27, respectively, are incorporated herein. In addition, the systems of claims 24 - 27 

perform the methods of claims 28 - 31 , respectively. 
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7. Claim 32 - 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Enomoto etal. (U.S. Patent 5,974,401) in view of Mauritius etal. (U.S. Patent No. 
5,606,365) and further in view of Safai (U.S. Patent No. 6,642,956) 

Referring to claim 32, Enomoto et al. disclose a printing system for printing a 
picture taken by a digital camera (see Fig. 1, digital camera 21 [column 3, lines 21 ~ 
267), which has been previously assigned a unique identification data associated with 
the camera, comprising: 

a receiver (see Fig. 1, photofinisher 12 comprising workstation 13, memory 
device 14 and modem 26 [column 4, lines 52 - 65]) that receives the user information 
(column 4, lines 39 - 40, column 7, lines 57-59) transmitted from a registration 
apparatus (see Fig. 1, user side 10 comprising personal computer 11), the registration 
apparatus registers a user associated with the identification data (column 4, lines 39 - 
51, column 6, lines 10 - 22 and column 8, lines 41 - 52), the receiver also receives 
pictorial data of the picture and order data transmitted from a print ordering side (see 
Fig. 1, user side 10 comprising personal computer 11 [column 4, lines 39-51, column 
6, lines 10-22 and column 8, lines 41 - 52]), 

a printer (see Fig. 1, printers 15, 16, 17) that prints a picture based on the 
pictorial data on the basis of the received order data (column 6, line 55 - column 7, line 
3, column 7, lines 22 - 26 and column 8, lines 53 - 59), and 

a user management (see Fig. 1, data base 24 comprising workstation 13, 
memory device 14 and modem 26) apparatus that recognizes a user from a group of 
registered users on the basis of the received identification data (column 4, lines 39 - 51, 
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column 6, lines 10 - 22 and column 8, lines 41 - 52) but does not explicitly disclose a 
digital camera which has been previously assigned a unique identification data 
associated with the camera and a receiver that receives the unique device identification 
data, the receiver also receives pictorial data of the identification transmitted from a print 
ordering side, and wherein the user information includes address and/or billing 
information, and the user information and unique device identification data are stored 
and used to facilitate the ordering of prints of the pictorial data based on the unique 
device identification data, such that when the user management system recognizes the 
user based on the identification data, the user information is automatically retrieved for 
purpose of ordering the prints. 

Maurinus discloses a digital camera (see Figs. 1 - 4b, cameras 10, 10', 10" 
comprising non-volatile memory 16 and ROM Camera ID 12 [column 4, lines 30-41, 
column 5, lines 7-32 wherein the camera serial number, or camera ID code, are 
assigned and stored within ROM 12 at manufacture and within memory 16 along with 
image information]) which has been previously assigned a unique identification data 
associated with the camera (column 5, lines 10-11 wherein the user's camera ID is 
received at manufacture by camera manufacturer 48 and column 5, lines 28 - 32 
wherein the user's camera ID is stored) and a receiver (see Fig. 2, camera 
manufacturer 48) that receives the unique device identification data, the receiver also 
receives the identification transmitted from a print ordering side (see Fig. 2, HIC 54 
[column 8, lines 22 - 27, column 9, lines 53 - 60]) but does not explicitly disclose the 
system further wherein the user informationjncludes address and/or billing information, 
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and the user information and unique device identification data are stored and used to 
facilitate the ordering of prints of the pictorial data based on the unique device 
identification data, such that when the user management system recognizes the user 
based on the identification data, the user information is automatically retrieved for 
purpose of ordering the prints. 

Safai discloses the system wherein the user information includes address and/or 
billing information, and the user information and unique device identification data are 
stored and used to facilitate the ordering of prints of the pictorial data based on the 
unique device identification data, such that when the user management system 
recognizes the user based on the identification data, the user information is 
automatically retrieved for purpose of ordering the prints (see Figs. 4 and 10B, 
authentication stamper 41 8, step 1050 [column 15, lines 36-50]). 

Enomoto and Maurinus are combinable because they are both from the same 
field of endeavor, being digital photography and print ordering systems. At the time of 
the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include 
assigning a unique device ID to an electronic device such as a digital camera in which 
the device ID is associated with a specific user along with a digital photography and 
print ordering/delivery system. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been 
to provide an inexpensive and flexible method of processing image information for color 
correction and correction for CCD element pixel defects, as suggested by Maurinus 
(column 2, lines 37 - 42, column 3, lines 20 - 35 } column 3 } line 65 - column 4 f line 5 } 
column 4, lines 30-41, column 5, lines 44 - 50 and column 6, lines 1-10). 
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Furthermore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
include assigning address information to the unique ID of a digital camera along with a 
digital photography and print ordering/delivery system. The suggestion/motivation for 
doing so would have been to easily match the photographer to the camera and/or 
captured images, as suggested by Safai (column 15, lines 36- 50). 

Referring to claim 33, Enomoto discloses the system further comprising: 

an accounting unit that calculates a charge on the basis of the order data 
{column 6, line 55 - column 7, line 3), and that performs accounting processing on the 
basis of a result of the calculation (column 4, lines 32 - 38, column 5, lines 53 - 56, 
column 7, lines 48 - 53, and column 8, lines 13-18). 

Referring to claim 34, Enomoto discloses the system further wherein the user 
management apparatus comprises a database containing user information associated 
with the identification data (see Fig. 1, data base 24 comprising workstation 13 [column 
4, lines 52 - 65 wherein database software is installed in workstation 13]). 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Myles D. Robinson whose telephone number is (571) 
272-5944. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler M. Lamb can be reached on (571) 272-7406. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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